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 A few programs are still seeing mos-

quito populations that require control 

measures, but most of us are looking at 

season end concerns. A good time of year 

and time to make sure your crew has all 

their training requirements fulfilled.  If you 

havenôt already done so, make plans to at-

tend our annual conference at Hickory 

Knob State Park, near McCormick, SC.  We have an excel-

lent program planned and  attendance looks like it will be 

very good, so there will be lots of opportunities to share ideas 

and fellowship with friends and colleagues. 

 Budget constraints that have affected many programs 

in recent years and they show no signs of going away soon.  

As Iôve said before, these money shortages have caused 

many programs to rethink and in some cases eliminate their 

traditional control measures.  Going forward we need to con-

sider everything available to us so that we control mosquito 

populations with the least expense.  I know of a program in 

Georgia that has been able to move their citizen complaint 

system over to the city/countyôs 311 program.  This has had a 

dramatic impact on their manpower requirements and has in-

creased co-ordination with other city/county services.  For 

instance, a standing water report might generate a work order 

for the streets department to fix the problem causing the 

standing water.  There are resources out there and we need to 

be sure we make the best use of what we have, rather than re-

lying on ñThe way weôve always done itò.    

See you in Hickory Knob. 

Best to all, 

Joe Strickhouser   
 

How About Some  

Cornhole 
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Entertainment for Thursday night at the meeting:  

Cornhole Tournament Bragging Rights Up for Grab  

Sign up to participate in the Cornhole Tournament at/near the registration table - 

two people per team. Official rules will be posted with signup sheets. The tourna-

ment will begin at biting time - set up outside (inside if it rains). Prizes available for 

the top 3 teams. If youõre interested in participating as a judge instead of a contest-

ant contact Tammy Brewer at brewerta@rcgov.us  with òJudgeó as your subject. 

mailto:brewerta@rcgov.us
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Program Updates: 

Lexington County Mosquito Control (David Mitchum)  

Not much to talk about here in Lexington County. We had a busy spring, but as the season progressed, the mosquito calls started 

to slow down a bit. Flood areas were treated to help alleviate the work load by the notorious Psorophora ferox and the 747 of the 

mosquitoes Psorophora ciliata. Most of the calls that we received were concerning people unintentionally breeding the infamous 

Asian tiger mosquito. Needless to say, this mosquito season we did our fair share of educating the homeowner on mosquito pre-

vention. We did see on occasion a few culex mosquitoes. We will continue our efforts to help control these irritating little beasts.  

Richland County Update  (Tammy Brewer)  

We are in the early stages of learning about aerial contingency planning. Thanks to the folks in Beaufort for taking the time to show 

us about their operations including use of the RAMP & aerial operations. The information they shared is extremely helpful. This sea-

son has been relatively quiet but we wonõt always be so lucky.  Now that weõre winding down, our seasonal staff are all leaving and 

weõll begin gathering our equipment for maintenance & repairs. Our full-time staff are looking forward to attending the annual meet-

ing at Hickory Knob. 

Mid Region  

Representative Caleb Parker 

Georgetown County Mosquito Control (Erci Deluca)  

Another season has come and gone and weõre looking forward to 

seeing everyone at the Annual Meeting at Hickory Knob S.C. Here in Georgetown County, we had a moderate mosquito season. 

The salt marsh mosquitoes (A. sollictains and A. taeniorhynchus) are our main concern and the majority of our mosquito work. 

We were expecting a very active season especially, with having four Supermooms this summer and the amount of rain, we were 

ready to get down and dirty.  The frequency of high-run tides determines the frequency of the generations of mosquitoes, with one 

generation of mosquitoes per high-run tide.   With each generation, the number of individuals increases greatly. I had visions, that 

when I went to do landing counts in high marsh areas, that I would not even have to get out of the truck.  The little monsters 

would be swarming around the truck, pushing it from side to side like soccer fans whose home country had just lost.   It just never 

happened. Even our woodland species, were not that bad. We had calls from the public in areas where these species inhabit but, it 

was nothing a spray truck could not fix. The acres sprayed for adults were 23,893 and larvacide 4,500 acres.  

It was a pleasant season for us here in Georgetown County Mosquito Control. 

Santee Cooper Vector Management (John  Grant)  

Lower than typical mosquito activity was observed for the 2014 season. Ground adulticide treatments were made to only 16,499 

acres. This is roughly a third of what we typically treat. The mosquitoes just werenõt there this season! Santee Cooper lake levels 

remained consistent through the year and water hyacinth was well controlled, resulting in minimal impact from permanent water 

body mosquitoes.  Aedes albopictus was implicated as being the problematic species in the few service requests that the unit re-

ceived.  To date, no mosquitoes submitted by the unit to DHEC for arbovirus surveillance have tested positive. None of the mos-

quitoes tested in-house using the RAMP Analyzer or the Vectest have tested positive for West Nile or EEE.  We want to thank 

Terrill Mincey and Horry County Mosquito control for the assistance they provided in performing adult control services this sum-

mer at the Santee Cooper Stilley Recreational Center near Conway.   

Lower Region  

Representative Eric Deluca 

 

Upper Region  

Representative Julie Davis  



 4 

Species Spotlight! Aedes aegypti 
Aedes aegypti are native to Africa but were brought to the Americas 

aboard ships traveling from Africa.   Adults are small to medium size with 

a lyre-shaped patter on the thorax.  Aegypti adults feed on mammals, in-

cluding humans, often biting below the knees. Adults are known to trans-

mit yellow fever, dengue and chikungunya virus. Breeding often occurs 

in man-made objects that hold water including discarded tires.  Aedes ae-

gypti was once common to South Carolina but has been displaced by Ae-

des albopictus.  
(Source: Mosquitoes of the Southeastern United States, Burkett-Cadena, The University of Alabama Press. 

2013).  

 

Photo used with permission of Cutwa & OõMeara, 

Univ. of Florida, Florida Medical Entomology Labora-

tory 
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Aedes aegypti 

Lyre-shaped scutum 
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2014 Meeting and Event Information  
 

 

 

11/6/14-11/7/14           South Carolina Mosquito Control Association 42nd Annual Meeting  

        Hickory Knob State Park 

        McCormick, S. C.  

         http://www.scmca.net/meeting.html 

 

11/12/14-11/14/14       North Carolina Mosquito & Vector Control Association  

   City Hotel and Bistro     

   Greenville, N.C. 

   http://www.ncmvca.org/conference.html 

 

12/11/14                      Public Health Entomology Service Mosquito Control Workshop  

    Florida State University 

    Panama City, Florida 

    http://docmx8.wix.com/mosquito-id-workshop# 

 

1/13/15-1/15/15            40th Annual Conference of the Mid -Atlantic Mosquito Control Assoc.  

   Hilton Savannah Desoto 

   Savannah, Georgia 

   http://www.mamca.org/conference.htm 

 

3/29/15-4/2/15            American Mosquito Control Association 81st Annual Meeting  

   Hilton New Orleans Riverside 

   New Orleans, LA 

   http://www.mosquito.org/annual-meeting 
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Web Resources 
        Site Author        Web Address  
The American Mosquito Control Association    http://www.mosquito.org/ 

The Mid-Atlantic Mosquito Control Association    http://www.mamca.org/ 

The Florida Mosquito Control Association     http://www.floridamosquito.org/Home/ 

The North Carolina Mosquito and Vector Control Assoc.  http://www.ncmvca.org/ 

Florida Medical Entomology Laboratory (GREAT ID GUIDE)   http://fmel.ifas.ufl.edu/ 

South Carolina Bee Keeper Association (local assoc. links)   http://www.scstatebeekeepers.org/ 

Society for Vector Ecology      http://www.sove.org/index.html 

South Carolina Aquatic Plant Management Society   http://www.scapms.org/ 

Clemson Department of Pesticide Regulation     http://regfocus.clemson.edu/dpr/ 

Clemson CEU Search (See your  CEU information)    http://regfocus.clemson.edu/dpr/ncommercial.htm 

DHEC Mosquitoes in South Carolina home    http://www.scdhec.gov/environment/envhealth/pests/mosquitoes.htm 

CDC West Nile Virus Information     http://www.cdc.gov/westnile/index.html 

WebMD bug bite slide show (excellent images)    http://www.webmd.com/allergies/ss/slideshow-bad-bugs 

USGS (Vector Maps ð Updated regularly)     http://diseasemaps.usgs.gov/ 

Please contact John Grant at jcgrant@santeecooper.com  

if you would like to share an informative, non-commercial, site with other 

association members. Please see our Sustaining Members ads for links to 

their commercial sites. 
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The Mid-Atlantic Mosquito Control Association 

(MAMCA) is a non-profit, professional organization 

founded in 1975. The membership consists primarily 

of local/state/federal government officials, industry, 

and research/academic members from the nine 

member states of Delaware, Georgia, Maryland, 

North Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Ten-

nessee, Virginia and West Virginia.  South Carolina 

was one of the founding members of the association. 

MAMCAõs next Annual Meeting with be held in Sa-

vannah, GA, January 13-15, 2015.  The registration 

form and additional information about the asso-

ciation may be found on the website:  

www.mamca.org.  

It is also time for SC to choose a new State Director 

to serve on the MAMCA Board of Directors. The 

State Director must be a member of the association 

and be willing and able to serve a three year term.  

Responsibilities include:  

�x�� Providing information for the SC State Report to 

be included in the MAMCA newsletter and to be 

presented at the MAMCA annual meeting  

�x�� Attending annual Board of Directorõs planning 
meetings which are held in upcoming conference 

sites.  

�x�� Providing topic/speaker suggestions for each 

yearõs  annual meeting agenda 

Serving as the SC State Director provides an oppor-

tunity to meet fellow mosquito control professionals 

and to learn more about the various programs in the 

Mid-Atlantic region.  The upcoming annual meetings 

will be held in Tennessee, Virginia, and North Caroli-

na.    

It is important that SC maintain its representation on 

the MAMCA board.  If you are interested in this op-

portunity, please contact Tammy Brewer at (803) 

576-2425 or by email at brewerta@rcgov.us. 
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