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REGIONAL REPORTS and SPOTLIGHTS

Upstate Region

Consisting of 16 counties in the upstate, the upstate region of SC seems to be manag-
ing well, despite the rainy summer. Mosquito control in the upstate region can be a ma-
jor task, at times. Besides numerous terrain difficulties, there are numerous lakes and
ponds that are being managed as well. For Lake Greenwood, this summer turned out
to be a very wet one, and resulted in the spillage of water from our floodgates. This
water, of course, continued down the Saluda and into Lake Murray. Our Lake Manage-
ment staff did a great job at continuing mosquito control efforts, while pulling river
logs and debris, sampling for aquatic invasives, and managing the earthen dam, hydro,
switchbacks, access areas, and fuseplug.

Julie Davis

SCMCA Upstate Regional Representative

Middle Region

This has been an extremely challenging summer for us. Making the transition in the middle
of the season was only part of the challenge.We received about |.5 times as many spray
requests so far this season than our |10 year average.We only had three people in the pro-
gram until Carlicia Davis & Teresa Wise joined our team in mid-August. They can only work
part-time but all help was appreciated.We saw unusual mosquito population dynamics all
season, for example thousands upon thousands of Ps. ferox even in places where we don’t
usually find them; species we don’t normally capture in light traps and increased numbers of
Ur. sapphirina by up to 10X more in a trap than usual.We thought things were slowing

down now that October arrived, but then EEE arrived to keep us on our toes. We are

REALLY looking forward to colder temperatures.

Tammy Brewer
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REGIONAL REPORTS and SPOTLIGHTS

Lower Region

Charleston County

Most of the program’s ground and aerial larviciding activity has been driven by typi-
cal summer rain showers, thunderstorms, and lunar peak tides. Tropical Storms
Andrea in early June and Chantal in mid-July also contributed larvae-generating rain
events. As of September’s end, 36,190 acres were aerially larvicided. Even though
2013 has not quite been as busy as 2012, the division’s ULV truck unit operators
have had a very active mosquito season. To date, 898,851 acres have been sprayed
during more than 700 missions. The 229,792 acres sprayed in July set a program
record for that month since we began tracking monthly acreage in 1999. Although
Joint Base Charleston had two military-owned Cooper River dredge disposal sites
sprayed by a U.S. Air Force C-130 aircraft in June, the first aerial adulticiding mis-
sions of the year conducted by this program were performed in September. Both
were carried out to stem Brown Salt-Marsh mosquito outbreaks in urban and rural

areas. A total of 50,186 acres were treated by fixed-wing aircraft.

Ed Harne; Charleston County Mosquito Control Division

Santee Cooper Vector Management

Wet weather, combined with elevated water levels in Lake Moultrie and Marion, resulted
in exceptionally high mosquito activity for July. Ground adulticide treatment totals for the
month were the highest since 2003 and the second highest in the past 30 years for July. Ac-
tivity continued to be higher than normal for August, then declined (BIG sigh of relief)
through September and early October. The unit successfully targeted woodland pool mos-
quitoes with ULV and thermal fog machines mounted on the unit’'s ATV. Pre and post
treatment inspections revealed excellent control for most of these applications. Vector
Management personnel also performed numerous lake shoreline larvicide treatment appli-
cations using pumps and blowers mounted in the unit’s boat. Technicians Kathy Tallman
and Tim Hutto collected mosquitoes with CDC and gravid traps and tested for the pres-
ence of West Nile Virus and EEE using the RAMP Analyzer and the VecTest kit. To date,

no mosquitoes have tested positive for these arboviruses.

John Grant; Santee Cooper
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For Your Info

Duke Energy Reservoir Mosquito Control Program 90 Years Old

Duke Energy is celebrating the 90" year of its reservoir mosquito control program, the oldest contin-
uous environmental program of any utility in the U. S and one of the first in North America. Duke En-
ergy’s mosquito control program started in 1923, shortly after the company impounded the first

three of || reservoirs or lakes on the Catawba River in North and South Carolina. This public health
program laid the foundation for the strong philosophy of environmental stewardship that continues to

be a major focus of Duke Energy today.

In 1923, malaria was a major mosquito borne health risk in the southeastern United States. Duke En-
ergy’s founder, James Buchanan Duke, commissioned Frank Moon Boldridge, a former World War |
army doctor and malaria expert, to create and oversee a reservoir mosquito larvae control pro-
gram. Dr. Boldridge, a South Carolina native, retired from Duke after 43 years of service to the com-

pany and to the citizens of the Carolinas.

Today, the program is active on five of Duke Energy’s largest and most urbanized lakes -- Lake James,
Lake Norman, Lake Wylie and Lake Wateree on the Catawba River and Lake Keowee in the upper
Savannah River drainage. Although malaria in the United States is no longer the major threat it was 90
years ago, today there are many more known diseases of both humans and domestic animals transmit-

ted by mosquitoes in the southern US.

Duke Energy’s two-man mosquito control boat crews travel along 1,700 miles of reservoir shoreline,
a distance that would stretch from Maine to Key West, every 10 to |12 days, looking for and spraying
reservoir shoreline mosquito breeding habitats. Duke Energy’s treatment season is from May |*
through October 31* each year. Working in close coordination with public health and natural re-
source agencies in both Carolinas, Duke Energy’s mosquito control program uses state of the art gov-

ernment approved larvicides.



The Duke Energy reservoir mosquito control program expresses our appreciation for the con-
tinued support of North Carolina and South Carolina public health and natural resource agen-
cies and the membership of the North Carolina Mosquito and Vector Control Association and

The South Carolina Mosquito Control Association.

Submitted by Kenneth L. Manuel and Tommy W. Bowen, program leaders of the Duke Energy Reservoir

Mosquito Control Program — Charlotte, North Carolina.

This year’s North Carolina Mosquito & Vector Control Association meeting will held November
4-6 in Wrightsville Beach, NC just outside of Wilmington, NC. This is the same week as the
SCMCA meeting just down the road at the Ocean Drive Resort in North Myrtle Beach.

Parker Whitt will be giving a Mosquito ID short course from 1pm to 5 pm at the conclusion of
the NCMVCA Meeting at the Blockade Runner in Wrightsville Beach. If you have a chance to
attend it could be either a good starter course or an chance to sharpen you mosquito ID skills.

If you plan to attend and have an ID scope, you should try and bring it. There will be a $10.00
charge for the course to help pay the Blockade Runner for the meeting space. You do not need to
sign up for this, just show up. You should have time after the course to get to the Early Bird din-
ner In North Myrtle Beach.






